THE  REVOLUTION  IN  DIPLOMACY
RUSSIAN-JAPANESE TENSION GROWS
July 18, 1933
Informal dinner at the Prime Minister's for Bishop and Mrs.
Welch, whom they had known for years in Korea. Had a long talk
with Viscount Saito after dinner ; he said he wished that America
could help China to get on its feet; I replied that the problem was
one that no single power could solve alone. He was very affable
and the next day sent me an American flag woven from Japanese
silk. There must have been more than a dozen police around the
entrance to the official residence where the dinner was held. Some
excitement occurred at the moment of our arrival as the alarm went
off by mistake and the police rushed about with drawn swords and
cocked revolvers, looking for some uninvited guest. There is naturally
a tense atmosphere about that mansion, considering the constant
threats of assassination. Viscountess Saito seemed terribly depressed
throughout the evening.
After a month or so with hardly a telegram out or in, I sent a
very long cablegram to the Department concerning the tense situa-
tion between Japan and Soviet Russia, itemizing the various incidents
that have occurred and the reasons for regarding the situation as
potentially serious. The incidents may well be regarded as of a
provocative nature, somewhat similar to those which occurred
before the Manchurian affair. The intentions of the Japanese
military clique cannot be measured by Occidental standards; if
they foresee an eventual clash as inevitable, it is quite possible that
they may intend to strike before Soviet Russia gets stronger—and
the time element is all in favour of the latter. Therefore, while I
do not consider war imminent, I do believe that the situation is
potentially dangerous and bears careful watching. We had written
all this in a dispatch by the last pouch, but it won't reach Washing-
ton for another ten days, and while not wishing to be unduly jumpy
or sensational, I don't want to be caught napping if anything breaks.
In this part of the world it is unwise to take anything for granted,
even the avoidance of a provocative war.
THE REVOLUTION IN DIPLOMACY AND JAPANESE-
AMERICAN RELATIONS
Article for the Japan-America Issue of the Japan Times
During thirty years in the diplomatic service of the United States,
I have watched a gradual but nevertheless well-defined change
take place in the character of the work of the diplomatic agents of
the various countries of the world. Formerly, each nation, through
its diplomatic agents, sought to outwit other countries and to con-

